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1.- Presentation

The best way to introduce this subject is presenting the concept of Social Innovation from
Oxford Business School (Mulgan, 2007): social innovation as new ideas that meet unmet
needs. In times of economic constrains and major social changes it seems urgent to find new

solutions to our common problems.

However, social innovation is not something new and is not only a new trend that arises with
the recent economic crisis. The concept may refer to fair trade and restorative justice, some
relatively new ideas, but it could also be referred to some very old institutions that some
centuries or decades ago were also very innovative, as hospices and kindergartens. In the

same way, it could be related to theories or social movements through history.

This subject approaches different social innovation initiatives currently being designed,
proved, tested or used to promote social wellbeing and economic growth around the world.

The idea is to take a deeper look into some aspects that matter in the process of developing
innovative solutions to common needs such as the innovation process, unmet needs,

creativity and leadership.

Nonetheless, the subject goes beyond the theoretical understanding of the concept of social
innovation. It challenges students to think about our current social welfare crisis with a

prospective approach to the theme.

It encourages the development of innovative ideas for social intervention offering an
experimental experience in which students develop ideas or intervention models. The
objective is to promote problem-solving and creative thinking among students by using
different methodologies such as scenarios building techniques, design thinking tools and

resources from the appreciative inquiry methodology.

It is also important to mention that this subject offers a learning experience in which content,
methodology and language skills are equally relevant to achieve the main objective. It is
taught in a multilingual environment based on the Content and Language Integrated Learning
(CLIL) approach, in which content and language share the same relevance in class. CLIL
implies a dual-focussed education with two main aims: one related to the content and other
linked to the language (Marsh, 2000). In this subject, English is the main language of
reference. By doing this, we promote language competences in a multilingual environment

while we aim students to design a broader vision regarding social intervention. We expect
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students to increase their language experience and their willingness to build society and

shape key values like solidarity, freedom and entrepreneurship.

2.- Competences

The capacity to identify and describe Social Innovation, with special attention to the
key factors of different social innovation initiatives around the world.
The development of skills regarding creative thinking, problem solving and

envisioning.

3.- Content

e Social Innovation — concepts and current debates

e Areas of social innovation: policies, institutions, social action, organizations and
movements.

e Social Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship

¢ Key Factors: envisioning, leadership, competences, management and networks.

¢ Creative Tools for Innovation Process

e International Foundations promoting Social Innovation and  Social

Entrepreneurship

4.- Learning results

As learning results, we expect students:

To identify international initiatives of Social Innovation

To describe the innovation process and the concepts of social innovation

To identify the main skills required in social entrepreneurship

To consider factors such as leadership, envisioning, personal competences,

management and networks.
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5.- Methodology

5.1 Teachers’ Activities

This course is based on solution-oriented group work. The teacher will explain the
working methodology and all activities. Students then will be responsible for problem
solving, which may imply individual and work group, research, presentations, case study,
group dynamics or any other technique. The subject is taught in English and uses CLIL
as the main language approach (all class material, videos and assessment guidelines are
in English).

5.2 Students’ Activities

This is an Active Learning course. This means that the course focuses the responsibility
of learning on learners. Guidance will be provided at the beginning and throughout the
learning process.

Students must combine personal initiative and self-mastery to their research and
homework and must apply teamwork skills to work together.

Very important:

1. Attendance is mandatory (exception for students taking it as a distance-learning
course).

2. If a student attends less than 80% of classes, he or she will not be able to be
assessed. In this case, the only option will be to take the final exam in July
(written test, all content).

3. Being late twice or two early leavings (or both combined) will count as one
absence.

4. Differences regarding English levels will be respected but it is highly important to
show interest on language improvement, mostly regarding reading
comprehension and oral comprehension. Furthermore, extra points will be given
if assignments are handed in in English (oral and written expression), as specified
in the Asssesment Guidelines.

5. If the essay or assignment is not comprehensible, it will not be corrected.
Assignments with poor writing resulting in a highly difficult comprehension of
their content will not be considered.
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6. It is highly recommended to proceed with a careful revision before delivering your

work.
Activities in class 50% 1,5 ECTS
Individual or group work 30% 0,9 ECTS
Students’ autonomous work 20% 0,6 ECTS

6. - Assessment System

6.1. - Assessment Activities

To evaluate if students have achieved the main competence there will be two assignments
as follows:

1) Research on Social Innovation Initiatives
2) Social Innovation Project Development

The teacher will provide a specific guideline for each assignment (Assessment Guidelines).
The first one is an individual essay, and the second is a group project with some deliverables

during the course.

6.2. - Assessment Criteria

Assessment % Final Grade
Attendance Mandatory
Research on Social Innovation Initiatives 45%
Social Innovation Project Development 55%

7.- Competence Learning Process

See table attached (annex)

8.-Contact
Attention to students: It is mandatory to send an email to request an appointment.
Maria Tereza Leal: mleal@peretarres.url.edu
Wednesdays, from 12:00 p.m. to 13:00 p.m.
Aina Labérnia: alabernia@peretarres.org
Mondays, from 12:00 p.m. to 13:00 p.m.
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ANNEX: Learning Process and Competencies

Competencies

Learning Activities

Learning Results

Assessment Activities

The capacity to identify and describe
Social Innovation, with  special
attention to the innovation process, the
skills involved and the key factors of
different social innovation initiatives
around the world.

Practical and theoretical classes

Case Analysis

To identify international
initiatives of Social Innovation

To describe the innovation
process and the concepts of
social innovation

To identify the main skills
required in social
entrepreneurship

To identify key factors that may
help social innovations to be
replicable in different contexts

Research on Social Innovation
Initiatives

To develop creative thinking and
envisioning

Workshop sessions

To take into account factors
such as leadership, envisioning,
personal competences,
management and networks.

To create visions (or destinies)

Social Innovation Project Development




